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beauty, touch His hands and hair, smell the sweet
fragrance of His person, taste His kindness.

But if we have no faith in Him, no love for Him, we
cannot see Him as He is (.Gita 9 : 11), for " there can
be no actual touch between material thought and the
transcendental Absolute" (Sn. 79), and " no one can
recognise the Lord unless He makes Himself known "
{Sn. 533). <( Persons who are free from all worldly
vanities are alone eligible for being attracted by
Krishna" (Sn. 57), and " no sinful person can really
see, understand, participate in His activities " (Sn. 308);

t( the spiritual issue can never be approached by mental
speculation " (Sn. 79). It is only through His grace
He gives those who truly long for Him one glance at
His beauty, and when that grace increases He may
draw the happy soul into His intimacy for evermore,
whereby alone the Real, the eternally True is known.
^ There is such a thing as real understanding, which
can only be a gift from the living Truth and identical
with Him. ... It is, therefore, only necessary to
reject all untruth and to await the coming of the Truth.
. . . When one wishes to render such unconditional
homage to the Truth his wish is fulfilled by the Truth
Himself1} (Sn. 88-89). God appears before the en-
raptured eyes of His longing devotee and gives Himself
into His waiting arms. No earthly means, no mere
efforts alone, can ever win that grace of His ; it is a
gift of His sheer mercy to the restless and yearning
soul; c< the relative can never lead, not even as a means,
to the Absolute. ... By the means of the Truth